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(Available  in  braille) 
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Grahamstown 
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P.O.  Box  1 15 
7226.  7291/2 
Telegrams  : 
“BL1NDLIB” 


THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  LIBRARY  FOR  THE  BLIND 
PATRON- IN- CHIEF 
THE  STATE  PRESIDENT 


PATRONS 


The  Hon.  the  Prime  Minister 

The  Hon.  Minister  of  National  Education 

The  Hon.  the  Administrator,  Cape  Province 

The  Hon.  the  Administrator,  Natal 

The  Hon.  the  Administrator,  O.F.S. 

The  Hon.  the  Administrator,  Transvaal 
The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  Munnik 
The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  Cloete 
The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  Eksteen 
The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  De  Wet 


The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  Smalberger 

The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  Stewart 

The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  Howie 

The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  Solomon 

The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  Zietsman 

The  Member  of  Parliament  for  Albany 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Cape  Town 

The  Rt  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Grahamstown 

The  Mayor  of  Grahamstown 

Tire  Vice-Chancellor  of  Rhodes  University 


Council 


CHAIRMAN 

The  Hon.  Mr  Justice  Kannemeyer,  M.A.,  B.C.L.,  S.C. 

Prof.  J.K.  Black,  C.A.  (S.A.)  Mr  R.E.  Munford,  F.I.B.S.,  R.l.V.  (S.A.) 

Mrs  K.  de  Jager,  M.A.,  H.D.B.  Prof.  T.  Pauw,  D.Ed. 

Mr  B.  Godlonton,  C.A.  (S.A.)  Miss  H.  Smith,  M.C.S.P. 

Prof.  J.G.  Resting,  M.A.,  F.S.A.l.L.I.S. 


Staff 

DIRECTOR 

Mr  N.J.  Snyman,  B.Bibl  (Hons) 

Librarians  : Mrs  S.E.L.  Schafer  Mrs  E.S.  Taylor 

Mrs  L.  Forsyth  MrsM.Uys 

Senior  Library  Assistants  : Mines.  V.N.  Hacksley,  M.  Killian,  D.l.  Levey 

Library  Assistants  : 

Mines.  E.l.N.  Heard,  M.D.  Hoare,  A.N.D.  Keey,  Miss  A.  Meaker, 
Mmes.  H.L.  Odendaal,  B.G.  Samuel,  Miss  Z.  Schoombee, 

Mmes.  D.  Smuts, P.E.  Tyson,  A.J.M.  van  der  Merwe,  A.C.  van  Niekerk, 
M.M.  Wicks. 

Senior  Technician  : Mr  R.R.  Levey 

Technical  Assistants  : Miss  L.  Botha,  Mrs  P.V.  Wilmot 

General  Assistants  : 

Messrs.  C.  Goliath,  G.  Goliath,  D.  Israel,  A.C.  Brooks, 

I.P.  Moultry,  Mmes.  K.  Swartz,  D.  Williams. 
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TRIBUTE  TO  ESTHER  MARY  SPURLING 

Esther  Mary  Spurling,  known  to  al!  at  the  South  African  Library  for  the  Blind  as 
Miss  Spurling,  died  at  her  home  in  High  Street  on  1 1 May  1983. 

Born  in  the  spring  of  1914,  she  grew  up  on  a Karoo  farm  in  the  district  of  Coles- 
burg.  After  attending  the  Diocesan  School  for  Girls  in  Grahamstown  and  later  Chel- 
tenham Ladies’  College,  she  went  on  to  Oxford  University  to  do  Economics  and 
French. 

Mary  qualified  as  a social  worker  and  spent  the  early  part  of  her  life  serving  the 
community  of  Cape  Town. 

Serving  her  fellow  men  was  part  of  her  life.  In  1938  she  started  helping  in  a part- 
time  capacity  at  the  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind  where  she  later  became  the  heart  of 
the  organisation. 

She  retired  from  the  Library  in  1980  after  a long  association,  not  only  with  the 
Library,  but  also  with  the  blind.  One  may  have  called  her  an  ambassador  for  the 
blind,  for  she  represented  the  Library  and  the  blind  at  various  conferences  and  ser- 
ved on  the  executive  Council  of  both  the  South  African  Library  for  the  Blind  and 
the  South  African  National  Council  for  the  Blind. 

Miss  Spurling  will  be  remembered  for  her  fine  personality  and  her  delightful  atti- 
tude towards  life.  Her  colleagues  remember  her  for  having  a down  to  earth,  practi- 
cal approach  to  all  problems. 

Esther  Mary  Spurling  will  live  in  our  hearts  and  inspire  us  to  serve  those  with  im- 
paired vision,  for  the  new  cassette  library  at  the  S.A.  Library  for  the  Blind  was 
named  in  her  honour,  the  Mary  Spurling  Cassette  Library. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
April  1983  — March  1984 

The  writing  of  an  annual  report  presents  an  opportunity  to  the  head  of  an  institu- 
tion to  assess  and  evaluate  whether  the  institution  has  achieved  the  postulated  goal 
and  implemented  the  functions  to  the  advantage  of  the  patrons. 

Aim:  To  co-ordinate,  on  a national  level,  the  collection,  availability,  distribution 
and  production  of  embossed  and  recorded  literature  for  the  print  handicapped  in 
South  Africa. 

By  implication  this  means  that  the  library  collects  and  produces  reading  material 
for  the  print  handicapped,  it  compiles  a Joint  Catalogue  to  co-ordinate  the  various 
collections  in  South  Africa,  as  well  as  distributes  reading  material  throughout  South 
Africa  by  means  of  a free  postal  service. 

An  account  of  the  above  is  done  in  the  summaries  that  follow  this  introduction. 

To  enable  the  library  to  perform  these  basic  functions  in  order  to  achieve  the  aim, 
the  organisational  structure  is  divided  as  follows: 

1 . Office  services 

2.  Provisioning  services 

3.  Professional  services 

4.  Production  and  maintenance 

The  ultimate  aim  being  an  equal  service  to  the  service  provided  for  the  sighted. 
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OFFICE  SERVICES 

No  organisation  is  able  to  function  without  finance  and  to  us  who  provide  a ser- 
vice to  the  blind  it  is  even  more  important  as  we  never  seem  to  have  sufficient 
funds.  The  Library  is  subsidised  by  the  Department  of  National  Education,  which 
implies  that  everything  we  need,  over  and  above  the  subsidy,  must  be  raised. 

We  would  like  to  extend  our  appreciation  to  every  individual,  society,  librarian  or 
institution  that  contributed  in  any  form  to  enable  the  staff  of  this  library  to  pro- 
vide a library  service  to  the  blind  and  print  handicapped. 

The  staff  shortage  will  soon  be  relieved  as  the  Department  conducted  a thorough 
workstudy  investigation  during  1983  and  recommended  several  new  posts  be  added. 
Although  the  staff  work  under  constant  pressure,  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  our 
consumer  relations  remain  on  a very  high  personal  level.  During  January  1984  the 
Library  launched  a country-wide  public  relations  campaign  and  we  are  currently  ex- 
hibiting at  numerous  public  libraries.  We  recommend  that  potential  users  make  use 
of  the  professional  advice  available  from  their  public  spirited  librarians. 

PROVISIONING  SERVICES 

The  year  under  review  has  seen  the  Braille  library  finally  come  into  its  own.  In 
August  the  section  moved  into  the  newly  renovated  Bannerman  House.  This  move 
facilitated  the  most  urgent  of  Braille’s  goals,  that  of  sorting,  checking  and  reshelving 
the  entire  braille  collection  to  make  collecting  for  circulation  easier.  Simultaneously 
to  this  move  the  mending  and  rebinding  of  older  books  has  started  afresh,  which 
adds  a new  look  to  the  braille  collection. 

Due  to  a decrease  in  popularity  of  Moon  and  a drop  in  readership,  part  of  the  Moon 
collection  has  been  discarded  to  provide  space  for  the  ever  increasing  braille  collec- 
tion. 

Other  goals  have  been  put  into  effect  this  year  when  100  new  braille  readers  joined, 
which  makes  the  Library  happy  to  announce  that  Braille  is  back  bigger  than  before. 
It  is  still  the  only  medium  a blind  person  can  read  and  write. 

Circulation  in  braille  has  increased  accordingly  and  the  braille  magazine  circulation 
nearly  doubled. 

To  be  able  to  accommodate  all  the  new  tastes  and  preferences,  the  Library  has 
managed  to  establish  new  international  sources  for  buying  braille  and  in  this  way 
provided  an  even  better  variety  to  select  from. 

The  Mary  Spurling  Cassette  Library  has  gone  through  a difficult  period,  but  it  has 
survived  and  now  we  are  on  the  way  to  provide  an  even  better,  more  up  to  date 
audio  service. 

The  long  awaited  4 track  compact  cassette  system  has  been  progressing  steadily 
and  will  feature  a variety  of  advanced  facilities,  such  as  duel  tracking,  compact 
equipment  and  a wider  selection  of  reading  material.  Recently  new  agreements  for 
buying  recorded  material  were  negotiated  with  production  units  in  Canada,  Aus- 
tralia, New  Zealand,  England,  America  and  France.  Although  all  of  this  sound  new 
and  confusing,  we  have  in  fact  been  using  this  system  for  over  four  years  with  our 
students  and,  more  recently,  the  magazines  on  compact  4 track  cassette.  Phasing 
in  the  new  system  will  virtually  mean  extending  only  the  current  4 track  service  to 
include  monographic  works. 
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As  there  will  be  an  interim  period  before  the  new  system  will  be  fully  operational, 
we  have  just  added  several  new  titles  to  the  existing  6 track  Clark  and  Smith  system 
and  will  maintain  the  equipment  as  before. 

A new  catalogue  of  recorded  material  has  been  compiled  for  release  during  1984. 
The  non-fiction  collection  was  reclassified  according  to  the  19th  edition  of  Dewey 
and  each  novel  has  been  assigned  a fiction  category  to  facilitate  readers’  choices. 
New  readers  were  enrolled  throughout  the  year  and  the  circulation  extended  to  pro- 
vide for  these  readers.  Some  1 600  readers  were  sent  more  than  57  000  books  du- 
ring the  year. 

The  student  library  has  been  busy  throughout  the  year  providing  in  the  numerous 
requests  of  the  students.  Books  were  obtained  from  local  sources  and  from  the  in- 
ternational student  libraries  in  New  York  and  London. 

Interlibrary  loans  have  become  a central  part  of  advanced  education  as  it  is  simply 
not  feasible  to  produce  every  title  needed  and  unnecessary  duplication  can  be  avoi- 
ded if  that  title  is  available  elsewhere. 

PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES 
Bibliographic  section 

This  section  is  now  functioning  entirely  on  its  own  as  the  Library  has  become  the 
bibliographic  centre  for  material  provided  to  the  print  handicapped  in  South  Africa. 

Preparation  for  the  changeover  of  the  Joint  Catalogue  to  Machine  Readable  format 
is  progressing  according  to  plan.  Soon  the  South  African  Library  for  the  Blind  will 
link  up  with  the  SABINET  bibliographic  network  which  will  enable  the  Library  to 
inform  handicapped  readers  more  rapidly  of  the  availability  of  material  in  South 
Africa. 

Being  responsible  for  the  prevention  of  duplicating  material,  this  section  has  been 
inundated  with  requests  from  various  institutions  providing  and  producing  material 
for  the  handicapped  in  South  Africa. 

A new  copyright  application  system  has  been  designed  and,  upon  approval  of  the 
final  concept,  will  be  made  available  to  all  South  African  institutions  providing 
literature  to  the  blind. 

PRODUCTION  AND  MAINTENANCE 

None  of  the  aforementioned  sections  can  function  without  reading  material,  whet- 
her it  be  braille  or  recorded  material. 

Owing  to  greater  demand  the  Library  has  been  extending  both  these  sections  and 
hopes  to  reap  the  benefits  thereof  within  the  near  future. 

The  braille  production  section  depends  heavily  on  the  voluntary  transcribers  of  the 
Library.  So  much  so  that  we  are  now  in  the  process  of  training  new  transcribers  to 
enable  us  to  double  the  number  of  titles  produced  by  these  stalwarts. 

Some  of  the  titles  we  were  able  to  add  to  our  stock  are:  The  bursting  world  (Guy 
Butler);  I trace  the  rainbow  (Rev.  J.S.  Lister);  Sunflower  to  the  sun  (Valerie  Rosen- 
berg) and  An  instant  in  the  wind  (Andre  Brink).  During  November  1983  a braille 
copy  of  the  autobiography,  I trace  the  rainbow,  was  presented  to  the  96  year  old 
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patron  of  the  Library.  When  we  asked  him  about  recorded  books  he  simply  refu- 
sed them  as  he  prefers  braille  and  will  continue  reading  braille  as  long  as  he  can. 

Unfortunately,  two  of  our  most  valued  transcribers  have  decided  to  retire  after  ren- 
dering a combined  service  of  nearly  forty  years,  brailling,  proofreading  and  teaching. 
Between  them  197  volumes  were  added  to  the  Library’s  book  stock. 

To  Mrs  Rania  Gee  and  Mrs  Judy  Reid  we  extend  our  sincere  gratitude  for  the  years 
of  dedicated  service  to  the  blind  in  general  and  the  South  African  Library  for  the 
Blind  in  particular.  We  wish  them  a happy  retirement. 

The  Library  has  now  formally  adopted  Braille  Services  in  Johannesburg  as  our  pro- 
duction unit.  They  cannot  do  without  us  and  we  cannot  do  without  them.  If  only 
they  would  move  down  Grahamstown  way,  what  a team  we  would  make.  We  thank 
them  for  always  being  willing  to  help  and  accommodate  in  all  the  production  needs. 

Several  titles  were  bought  from  overseas  production  units  and  in  turn  we  exchanged 
some  of  our  own  productions  with  them. 

JOSIE  WOOD  TRUST  FUND 

The  Josie  Wood  Trust  Fund  was  established  in  1974  as  an  independent  fund  to  pro- 
vide for  the  development  and  maintenance  of  the  South  African  Library  for  the 
Blind. 

Donations  and  bequests  — for  which  we  are  most  grateful  - continue  to  implement 
the  growth  of  the  fund  which  is  controlled  by  the  trustees:  Dr  J.M.  Hyslop  (Chair- 
man); Mr  L.B.  Green;  Prof  F.G.  Butler  and  Dr  S.G.  Shuttleworth,  and  has  proved 
to  be  of  invaluable  assistance  to  the  progress  and  advancement  of  the  Library. 
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S.A.  LIBRARY  FOR  THE  BLIND 
P.O.  BOX  115 
GRAHAMSTOWN  6140 


o 

S.A.  LIBRARY 
FOR  THE 
BUM) 


THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  LIBRARY  FOR  THE  BLIND 

is  the  National  Library  for  the  visually  handicapped,  offering  a free  library  ser- 
vice to  anyone  who  has  difficulty  due  to  a visual  or  physical  handicap 

SERVICES  OFFERED 

— Braille  books  and  magazines 

— Cassette  books  and  magazines 

— Cassette  players 

— Readers’  advisory  service 

— Material  in  English,  Afrikaans  and  a variety  of  African  languages 

CIRCULATION 

— Books  and  magazines  are  circulated  by  mail,  free  of  charge 

— Readers  keep  the  Librarians  informed  of  their  book  choices 

— Books  and  magazines  should  be  returned  within  a month,  whereupon 
others  are  sent  immediately  to  maintain  a constant  supply. 

CATALOGUES 

— The  SALB  catalogues  of  available  titles  are  sent  to  new  members,  enabling 
them  to  select  their  books. 

— Newsletters  are  sent  out  regularly,  announcing  the  latest  books,  and  in 
eluding  reading  lists  on  specific  themes 

SPECIAL  FEATURES 

— Personal  attention  Is  given  to  readers'  requests 

— Players  for  the  cassettes  are  provided  free  on  loan 

— Repairs  to  tapes  and  players  are  free 

— Instruction  is  offered  In  the  learning  of  Braille. 

FINANCE 

The  SALB  receives  a grant  from  the  Department  of  National  Education  but 
values  all  donations  to  Improve  the  services. 

ENROLMENT 

Application  for  service  may  be  made  by  telephone  or  letter,  and  no  enrolment 
fee  Is  charged 
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S.A.L.B. 

P.O.  BOX  115,  GRAHAMSTOWN, 


YOUR  CONTRIBUTION  CAN  HELP 
BLIND  READERS 


ARE  YOU  AWARE  OF  THE  WORLD  WHERE  PEOPLE  READ  WITHOUT 
SEEING;  A WORLD  WHERE  THOUGHTS  OF  OTHERS  ARE  BEING 
FELT  OR  LISTENED  TO? 

THE  S.A.L.B.  ADMINISTERS  A FREE  NATIONAL  LIBRARY  SERVICE 
OF  BRAILLE  AND  RECORDED  MATERIALS  FOR  INDIVIDUALS  NOT 
ABLE  TO  READ  STANDARD  PRINTED  MATERIALS  DUE  TO  VISUAL 

HANDICAPS. 

THIS  SERVICE  CONTRIBUTES  TOWARD  AN  INCREASING  AND 
INTENSIVE  USE  OF  LIBRARY  FACILITIES  AND  WE  NEED  YOUR 

HELP. 


I would  like  to  help  the  visually  handicapped 
reader  and  enclose  my  gift  of  R 

Name:  

Address: 


Code: 


"IF  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  LEAVE  MONEY  IN  YOUR 
WILL  TO  HELP  THE  VISUALLY  HANDICAPPED,  WE  WILL  MAKE 
YOUR  HELP  LIVE  ON." 


SUID-AFRIKAANSE  BIBLIOTEEK 
VIR  BLINDES 


JAARVERSLAG 

1983/1984 


Die  Nasionale  Biblioteek  vir  Leesgestremdes 


NEEM  ASSEBLIEF  KENNIS  VAN  ONS  NUWE 
TELEFOONNOMMERS 
7226,7291/2 


(Verkrygbaar  in  braille) 


Bannerman  Gebou 
Highstraat 
Grahamstad 
6140 


Posbus  1 1 5 
Telefoon  7226,  7291/2 
Telegramme  : 

“BLINDLIB” 


DIE  SUID-AFRIKAANSE  BIBLIOTEEK  VIR  BLINDES 

HOOFBESKERMHEER 

DIE  STAATSPRESIDENT 

BESKERMHERE: 


Sy  Ed.  Die  Eerste  Minister 

Sy  Ed.  die  Minister  van  Nasionale  Opvoeding 

Sy  Ed.  die  Administrateur  Kaapprovinsie 

Sy  Ed.  die  Administrateur  Natal 

Sy  Ed.  die  Administrateur  Oranje-Vrystaat 

Sy  Ed.  die  Administrateur  Transvaal 

Sy  Ed.  Regter  Munnik 

Sy  Ed.  Regter  Cloete 

Sy  Ed.  Regter  Eksteen 

Sy  Ed.  Regter  De  Wet 


Sy  Ed.  Regter  Smalberger 
Sy  Ed.  Regter  Stewart 
Sy  Ed.  Regter  Howie 
Sy  Ed.  Regter  Solomon 
Sy  Ed.  Regter  Zietsman 
Die  Volksraadslid  vir  Albanie 
Sy  Hooged.  die  Aartsbiskop  van  Kaapstad 
Die  Hooged.  Biskop  van  Grahamstad 
Die  Burgemeester  van  Grahamstad 
Die  Vise-Kanselier  van  Rhodes  Universiteit 

Raad 


VOORSITTER 

Sy  Ed.  Regter  Kannemeyer  M.A.,  B.C.L.,  S.A. 

Prof.  J.K.  Black,  C.A.  (S.A.)  Mnr.  R.E.  Munford,  F.I.B.S.,  R.I.V.  (S.A.) 

Mev.  K.  de  Jager,  M.A.,  H.D.B.  Prof.  T.  Pauw,  D.Ed. 

Mnr.  B.  Godlonton,  C.A. (S.A.)  Mej.  H.  Smith,  M.C.S.P. 

Prof.  J.G.  Resting,  M.A.,  F.S.A.I.L.I.S. 

Personeel 


DIREKTEUR 

Mnr.  N.J.  Snyman,  B.Bibl.  (Hons) 

Bibliotekaresse  : Mev.  S.E.L.  Schafer  Mev  E.S.  Taylor 
Mev.  L.  Forsyth  Mev.  M.  Uys 

Senior  Biblioteekassistente  : Mew.  V.N.  Hacksley,  M.  Killian,  D.I.  Levey 

Biblioteekassistente  : 

Mew.  E.I.N.  Heard,  M.D.  Hoare,  A.N.D.  Keey,  mej.  A.  Meaker, 

Mew.  H.L.  Odendaal,  B.G.  Samuel,  mej.  Z.  Schoombee, 

Mew.  D.  Smuts,  P.E.  Tyson,  A.J.M.  van  der  Merwe,  A.C.  van  Niekerk, 
M.M.  Wicks. 

Senior  Tegnikus  : Mnr.  R.R.  Levey 

Tegniese  Assistente  : 

Mej.  L.  Botha,  mev.  P.V.  Wilmot. 

Algemene  Assistente  : 

Mnre.  C.  Goliath,  G.  Goliath,  D.  Israel,  A.C.  Brooks,  I.P.  Moultry, 
mew.  K.  Swartz,  D.  Williams. 
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HULDEBLYK  AAN  ESTHER  MARY  SPURLING 


Esther  Mary  Spurling,  bekend  as  Miss  Spurting,  is  oorlede  in  haar  eie  huis  in  High- 
straat,  Grahamstad,  op  1 1 Mei  1983. 

Sy  is  in  1914  op  ’n  Karooplaas  in  die  distrik  Colesberg  gebore.  Haar  skoolopleiding 
het  sy  eers  aan  die  Diocesan  School  for  Girls,  Grahamstad  en  later  Cheltenham  La- 
dies’ College,  ontvang.  Hierna  het  sy  Ekonomie  en  Frans  aan  die  Universiteit  Oxford, 
studeer. 

Mary  het  gekwalifiseer  as  ’n  maatskaplike  werker  en  aanvanklik  in  Kaapstad  begin 
werk.  Om  in  diens  te  staan  van  die  gemeenskap  was  deel  van  haar  lewe.  Sy  het  in 
1938  deeltyds  by  die  Biblioteek  begin  werk  en  onomwonde  deel  geword  van  die  or- 
ganisasie.  In  1980  het  sy  afgetree  nadat  sy  blinde  lesers  in  verskeie  hoedanighede  ge- 
dien  het. 

Ons  sal  haar  on  thou  as  ’n  stil  persoon  met  ’n  aangename  geaardheid;  iemand  wat 
deurentyd  haar  kollegas  ge'inspireer  het. 

Esther  Mary  Spurling  se  beeld  sal  steeds  voortleef  in  die  S.A.  Biblioteek  vir  Blindes 
en  daarom  is  die  nuwe  bandbiblioteek  ook  na  haar  vernoem,  die  Mary  Spurling 
Kasset  Biblioteek. 


JAARVERSLAG 
April  1983  — Maart  1984 

’n  Jaarverslag  bied  aan  die  hoof  van  ’n  instelling  die  geleentheid  om  te  peil  of  daar- 
die  instelling  daarin  geslaag  het  om  die  vooropgestelde  doel  te  bereik  en  terselfdetyd 
die  funksies  tot  voordeel  van  die  lesers  geimplimenteer  het.  In  die  geval,  egter,  van 
’n  biblioteek,  word  effektiwiteit  gemeet  in  terme  van  diens  gelewer. 

Doel:  Om  die  versameling,  toeganklikheid,  verspreiding  en  produksie  van  geembos- 
seerde  en  spraak  literatuur  vir  leesgestremdes  op  ’n  nasionale  vlak  in  Suid-Afrika  te 
koordineer. 

Hierdie  doel  impliseer  dat  die  Biblioteek  literatuur  versamel  en  produseer  om  ’n  bib- 
lioteekdiens  aan  leesgestremdes  te  voorsien  en  ’n  gesamentlike  katalogus  saamstel 
om  die  onderskeie  versamelings  in  Suid-Afrika  te  koordineer  asook  leesmateriaal  per 
pos  uitstuur  aan  gebruikers  oor  die  hele  Suid-Afrika. 

Ten  einde  die  Biblioteek  in  staat  te  stel  om  hierdie  basiese  funksies  te  implementeer 
en  die  doel  te  bereik  word  die  organisasie  struktuur  soos  volg  verdeel : 

1 . Kantoordienste 

2.  Voorsieningsdienste 

3.  Professionele  dienste 

4.  Produksie  en  instandhouding 

Die  uiteindelike  doel  wat  vooropgestel  word  is  ’n  gelyke  diens  aan  leesgestremdes 
soos  aan  siendes. 
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KANTOORDIENSTE 

Geen  organisasie  wat  literatuur  aan  blindes  voorsien  kan  sonder  fondse  funksioneer 
nie;  daarom  is  hierdie  aspek  veral  belangrik  omrede  daar  deurentyd  ’n  tekort  aan 
fondse  bestaan. 

Die  Biblioteek  word  deur  die  Departement  van  Nasionale  Opvoeding  gesubsideer  vir 
’n  deel  van  die  jaarlikse  begroting  wat  impliseer  dat  die  instansie  self  die  res  moet  in- 
samel. 

Daarom  wil  ons  graag  ons  waardering  uitspreek  teenoor  elke  enkeling,  instansie  of 
vereniging  wat  bygedra  het  om  dit  moontlik  te  maak  vir  die  personeel  van  die 
Biblioteek  om  ’n  biblioteekdiens  aan  blinde  en  leesgestremde  lesers  te  voorsien. 

Binnekort  behoort  die  dringende  tekort  aan  personeel  verlig  te  word  aangesien  die 
Departement  nuwe  poste  aanbeveel  het  soos  uitgewys  deur  die  onlangse  werkstudie 
ondersoek. 

Alhoewel  die  personeel  daagliks  onder  druk  diens  lewer,  is  dit  steeds  vir  ons  belang- 
rik dat  ons  verbruikersverhoudings  op  ’n  hoe  persoonlike  vlak  bly  voortgaan. 

Om  gebruikers  en  potensiele  nuwe  lesers  bewus  te  maak  van  die  dienste  wat  die 
Biblioteek  aanbied,  is  daar  gedurende  Januarie  1984  met  ’n  landswye  publisiteits- 
program  begin  en  is  daar  in  verskeie  Openbare  Biblioteke  reg  oor  die  land  uitstal- 
lings  aan  die  gang.  Ons  beveel  dan  ook  aan  dat  potensiele  gebruikers  gebruik  maak 
van  die  professionele  hulp  wat  die  openbare  biblioteke  beskikbaar  stel. 


VOORSIENINGSDIENSTE 

Die  afgelope  jaar  het  die  Braille-afdeling  tot  sy  eie  gekom.  Na  voltooiing  van  die 
verbeterings  en  vernuwings  aan  die  gebou  gedurende  1983,  het  ’n  groot  verskuiwing 
binne  die  gebou  plaasgevind.  Daar  is  voorsien  in  die  dringende  spasie-tekort  en  ook 
is  die  rangskikking  van  die  rakke  herorganiseer  ten  einde  die  opsporing  van  materiaal 
te  vergemaklik. 

Terselfdetyd  het  die  personeel  ook  begin  om  verslete  en  beskadigde  boeke  te  her- 
stel  en  herbind  ten  einde  preservering  te  verbeter. 

As  gevolg  van  ’n  afwaartse  neiging  in  die  gebruik  van  Moon  is  ’n  groot  deel  van  die 
ou  versameling  onttrek  en  aan  instansies  wat  dit  kan  gebruik  voorsien. 

’n  Baie  belangrike  oogmerk  vir  hierdie  afdeling  is  om  alle  moontlike  gebruikers  van 
Braille  op  te  spoor  en  het  daar  gedurende  die  jaar  100  nuwe  lesers  by  die  Biblioteek 
aangesluit . 

Miskien  is  dit  toe  te  skryf  aan  die  verskeie  moderne  apparaat  wat  die  gebruik  van 
Braille  beklemtoon,  nogtans  is  hierdie  afdeling  besonder  besig  gehou  en  is  daar 
26  500  Braille-boeke  en  tydskrifte  aan  lesers  reg  oor  die  land  voorsien. 

Om  al  die  leessmake  en  voorkeure  van  lesers  te  akkommodeer,  het  die  Biblioteek 
’n  hele  paar  nuwe  internasionale  bronne  om  Braille  aan  te  koop  gevind 
en  beoog  ons  om  ’n  groter  verskeidenheid  aan  lesers  te  voorsien. 

Die  Mary  Spurling  Kasset  Biblioteek  het  deur  ’n  moeilike  fase  beweeg  maar  het 
die  probleme  te  bowe  gekom  en  is  nou  oppad  om  ’n  beter  banddiens  met  moderne 
gevorderde  toerusting  aan  te  bied. 
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Die  veel  besproke  4-baan  kompakte  kassetstel  is  vinnig  besig  om  ’n  reaiiteit  te  word 
en  sal  ’n  verskeidenheid  addisionele  aspekte  ten  voordeel  inhou,  meerdoellige  ge- 
bruik,  kompakte  toerusting  en  ’n  wye  keuse  van  leesmateriaal. 

Onlangs  is  daar  nuwe  kontrakte,  om  meesterbande  aan  te  koop,  gesluit  met  buite- 
landse  produksie-eenhede  in  Kanada,  Australia,  Nieu-Seeland,  Engeland,  Amerika 
en  Frankryk.  Soms  moet  al  hierdie  nuwe  idees  en  bekendstellings  tog  ietwat  ver- 
warrend  voorkom,  dog  voorsien  die  Biblioteek  gebruik  van  hierdie  nuwe  stelsel 
reeds  vir  vier  jaar  aan  studente  en  is  daar  in  1983  begin  om  ook  sekere  tydskrifte 
te  voorsien. 

Infrasering  van  die  stelsel  sal  dus  slegs  beteken  dat  ons  die  4-baan  stelsel  vergroot 
om  monografiese  werke  in  te  sluit. 

Gedurende  die  interim  periode  word  daar  steeds  nuwe  materiaal  voorsien  op  die  be- 
staande  6-baan  Clarke  en  Smith-stelsel  en  word  daar  ook  voort  gegaan  om  die  toe- 
rusting te  herstel. 

’n  Nuwe  katalogus  is  in  vooruitsig  vir  vrystelling  in  1984.  Die  nie-fiksie  versameling 
is  herklassifiseer  volgens  die  19de  uitgawe  van  Dewey,  terwyi  die  fiksie  volgens 
kategorie  ingedeel  is  om  lesers  se  keuses  te  vergemaklik. 

Dit  is  merkwaardig  hoeveel  nuwe  lesers  steeds  aansoek  doen  om  lidmaatskap  en 
moes  die  sirkulasie-fasiliteite  vergroot  word.  Gedurende  die  jaar  is  daar  meer  as 
57  000  boeke  aan  1 600  lesers  voorsien. 

Die  studente  biblioteek  word  maar  altyd  en  immer  besig  gehou  deur  versoeke. 
Boeke  is  aangevra  van  verskeie  plaaslike  bronne  en  internasionaal  vanaf  die  studente 
biblioteke  in  New  York  en  London  bestel. 

Interbiblioteeklenings  vorm  ’n  sentrale  deel  van  die  voorsiening  van  gevorderde  op- 
voedkundige  studies  aangesien  dit  onmoontlik  is  om  alles  wat  benodig  word  te  pro- 
duseer,  asook  onnodige  duplikasie  teenwerk. 


PROFESSIONELE  DIENSTE 
Bibliografiese  afdeling 

Hierdie  afdeling  funksioneer  nou  geheel  en  al  op  sy  eie  aangesien  die  Biblioteek  die 
bibliografiese  sentrale  is  vir  materiaal  wat  aan  leesgestremdes  in  Suid-Afrika  voor- 
sien word. 

Die  oorskakeling  van  rekords  reeds  in  die  gesamentlike  katalogus,  na  masjien-lees- 
bare  formaat  vorder  volgens  plan. 

Binnekort  sal  die  Suid-Afrikaanse  Biblioteek  vir  Blindes  direk  inskakel  by  die 
SABINET  bibliografiese  netwerk  wat  die  Biblioteek  in  staat  sal  stel  om  leesgestrem- 
de  lesers  vinniger  te  voorsien  van  inligting  oor  die  beskikbaarheid  van  materiaal  in 
Suid-Afrika. 

Om  die  duplisering  van  materiaal  te  voorkom,  bring  heelwat  naslaanwerk  mee  en  be- 
hoort  die  netwerk  ook  hierdie  funksie,  wat  vinnig  toeneem,  te  vergemaklik. 

’n  Nuwe  kopiereg  aansoekstelsel  is  tans  in  wording  en  sal  detail-inligting  beskikbaar 
gestel  word  sodra  die  finale  konsepte  deur  die  Suid-Afrikaanse  uitgewers  vereniging 
aanvaar  is. 
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PRODUKSIE  EN  INSTANDHOUDING 


Om  materiaal  aan  lesers  te  voorsien  is  dit  nodig  om  bestaande  materiaal  te  omskep 
in  ’n  forniaat  wat  deur  leesgestremdes  gebruik  kan  word. 

Daar  word  dan  veral  gekonsentreer  op  twee  mediums  — band  en  braille.  Om  in  die 
toenemende  aanvraag  na  beide  te  voorsien,  moes  albei  produksie  seksies  heelwat  uit- 
gebrei  word. 

Braille  produksie  maak  steeds  staat  op  vrywillige  transkribeerders  en  is  daar  huidig 
heelwat  Ieerling-transkribeerders  wat  opgelei  word  deur  die  Biblioteek  om  meer 
materiaal  goedkoper  te  voorsien. 

Nuwe  toevoegings  tot  die  voorraad  sluit  heelwat  bekende  skrywers  se  werke  in,  b.v. 
‘The  bursting  world’  (Guy  Butler);  ‘I  trace  the  rainbow’  (Rev.  J.S.  Lister);  ‘Sun- 
flower to  the  sun’  (Valerie  Rosenberg);  ‘An  instant  in  the  wind’  (Andre  Brink). 

Gedurende  November  1983  is  ’n  Braille  kopie  van  Rev.  J.S.  Lister  se  autobiografie 
aan  horn  oorhandig.  Hierdie  96-jarige  lid  van  die  Biblioteek  verkies  steeds  Braille  in 
plaas  van  band. 

Ongelukkig  het  twee  van  ons  gewaardeerde  transkribeerders  wat  saam  197  boekdele 
gelewer  het,  talle  werke  geproeflees  het  en  verskeie  leerlinge  opgelei  het,  besluit  om 
die  tuig  neer  te  le. 

Aan  mew.  Rania  Gee  en  Judy  Reid  sal  die  Biblioteek  altyd  verskuldig  wees  en  wens 
ons  hulle  ’n  aangename  rusty d toe. 

Brailledienste  in  Johannesburg  is  nou  formeel  aangeneem  as  die  Biblioteek  se  pro- 
duksie eenheid.  Hulle  kan  nie  sonder  ons  en  ons  kan  nie  sonder  hulle  klaar  kom  nie; 
as  hulle  net  nader  aan  Grahamstad  wil  beweeg  sodat  ons  ’n  span  kan  bou. 

Ons  spreek  ons  dank  uit  teenoor  hulle  as  bondgenoot  omdat  hulle  altyd  bereid  is 
om  te  help  en  die  Biblioteek  te  akkommodeer  in  Braille  produksie  benodighede. 

Verskeie  titels  is  by  oorsese  produksie  eenhede  aangekoop  en  is  daar  terselfdertyd 
ook  van  ons  eie  produksies  uitgeruil. 
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S.A.  BIBLIOTEEK  VIR  BLINDES 
POSBUS  115 
GRAHAMSTAD  6140 


o 

S.A.  HIHI.IOTKKK 
VIR 

HI.INDKS 


DIE  SUID-AFRIKAANSE  BIBLIOTEEK  VIR  BLINDES 

is  die  nasionale  biblioteek  vir  leesgeslremdes  en  bied  n gratis  biblioteekdiens 
aan  almal  wat  nie  gewone  druk  kan  lees  nie. 

DIENSTE  AANGEBIED 

— Brailleboeke  en  -tydskrifte 

— Kassetboeke  en  tydskrifte 

— Kassetspelers 

— Lesershulpdiens 

— Materiaal  in  Afrikaans,  Engels  en  verskeie  Bantoetale 

SIRKULASIE 

— Boeke  word  per  pos  gestuur  (posvry) 

— Lesers  stel  die  Biblioteek  in  kennis  van  hul  leesvoorkeure 

— Boeke  mag  tot  'n  maand  gehou  word  en  by  terugontvangs  sal  ander  boeke 
dadelik  aan  die  lid  gestuur  word. 

KATALOGUS 

— Die  SABB  se  katalogus  van  beskikbare  literatuur  word  aan  nuwe  lede 
gestuur.  Hieruit  word  literatuurkeuses  gemaak. 

— Nuusbriewe,  waarin  nuwe  boeke  aangekondig  word,  word  uitgestuur. 

SPESIALE  KENMERKE 

— Persoonlike  aandag  word  geskenk  aan  lesers  se  navrae 

— Bandspelers  word  gratis  aan  die  lede  verskaf 

— Herstelling  van  bande  en  spelers  word  gratis  gedoen 

— Kursusse  vir  die  onderrig  van  Braille  word  aangebied 

FINANSIES 

Die  SABB  word  gedeeltelik  deur  die  Departement  van  Nasionale  Opvoeding 
gesubsideer  en  aanvullende  fondse  moet  self  ingesamel  word,  om  die  lower- 
ing van  'n  uitstekende  diens  te  verseker. 

AANSLUITING 

Aansoeke  vir  lidmaatskap  kan  telefonies  of  per  brief  gedoen  word.  Geen 
aansluitingsfooi  word  gehef  nie. 
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POSBUS  115,  GRAHAMSTAD,  6140 


Ih 
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U BYDRAE  KAN  BLINDE 
LESERS  HELP 


IS  U BEWUS  VAN  'N  WERELD  WAAR  MENSE  LEES  SONDER  SIG; 
'N  WERELD  WAAR  ANDERE  SE  GEDAGTES  GEVOEL  OF  NA 
GELUISTER  WORD? 

IE  S.A.B.B.  ADMINISTREER  'N  GRATIS  NASIONALE  BIBLIOTEEK 
I ENS  AAN  INDIVIDUE  WAT  NIE  MEER  GEWONE  DRUK  KAN  LEES 
NIE.  BOEKE  WORD  IN  BRAILLE  EN  OP  BAND  VOORSIEN. 


HIERDIE  DIENS  GROEI  STEEDS  EN  ONS  BENODIG  U HULP. 


Ek  help  graag  gesisgsgestremde  lesers  an  sluit 

hierby  my  donasie  ter  waarde  van  R 

in. 

Naam:  

Adres:  


Kode: 


"INDIEN  U 'N  BEMAKING  Wl  L NALAAT  SAL  ONS  U BYDRAE 


LAAT  VOORTLEEF. 


